Ocular abnormalities in childhood vitiligo -When to screen?
Ocular abnormalities have been described in conjunction with vitiligo vulgaris. The presence of periorbital vitiligo is significantly associated with ocular findings. [6] The article in this issue has similar inferences. Depigmented spots in the iris, lamellar cataract, and persistent papillary membrane were noted in the 38 children studied by Bulbul et al. [6] The clinical relevance of these findings is unclear. These findings became evident on ocular examination and it does not seem likely that any of these children had any impairment of visual acuity.
In 223 patients of all age groups, 27% of the patients had some evidence of retinal pigment hypopigmentation When evaluating patients with vitiligo, one hardly ever seeks ophthalmology opinion. In this issue, Raju and Nagraju [1] have reported clinical features and ocular findings of 180 children with vitiligo in South India.
Childhood vitiligo most frequently starts on the face, especially eyelids and lower limbs. Focal and segmental vitiligo tend to occur more frequently in children as compared to adults. [2, 3] Though vitiligo vulgaris is the most common type of vitiligo seen in children, less than 5% body surface area tends to be involved in 85.6-96.4% of children. [3] [4] [5] and one patient had retinitis pigmentosa. Four percent of patients in a control group had similar fundoscopic findings (P < 0.001). [7] Considering the incidence of vitiligo, the number of cases with ocular involvement appears to be sparse. It seems to be prudent to get an ophthalmology opinion when a child has vitiligo in the periorbital region. Given the medicolegal implications, this would be important as baseline documentation prior to starting phototherapy or applying topical steroids around the eyes. 
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